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Bringing together and sharing the expertise 

of maritime pilots, to ensure that Canada benefits

from the most professional pilotage service possible
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The National Centre of Expertise on Maritime Pilotage is the 

technical body of the Canadian Marine Pilots, bringing together 

the extensive technical expertise and professional know-how of 

Canada’s 450 licensed pilots, from Newfoundland to Vancouver 
Island.
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Our work Pilotage Procedures and Techniques, Technology, Research and Innovation

• Responsible for setting guidelines on key technical aspects of the piloting 

profession

• Improves operational safety and efficiency in Canada’s ports and 
waterways

• Develops best practices on pilotage procedures such as pilot transfers to 

and from vessels

• Position statements on emerging questions such as the conditions in which 

Marine Autonomous Surface Ships should operate

Aims to improve operational safety and efficiency in Canada’s ports and waterways, and to ensure 
that Canada’s pilots and their local organizations continue to be world-leaders in pilotage innovation
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Government 

and industry

The Centre provides government with advice on key 

matters related to the technical  dimension of piloting, 

and on matters affecting the exercise of the profession.

The Centre also works with industry to optimize 

operational parameters, for example in respect of 

pilotage practices and procedures, and the development 

and operation of essential marine infrastructure.
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The Centre’s ability to bring together and reflect
the extraordinary diversity of local skills, experience

and professional expertise from all of Canada’s pilotage districts 
is its greatest asset. 

To achieve this, it relies on its key partners.
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PILOT PORTABLE UNITS





Post Panamax Vessel in 
the St-Lawrence River

Coast Guard Waterway Design Guidelines
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Risk Study

 A risk study was conducted and 

a Working Group was formed 

between Canadian Coast 

Guard, Transport Canada, 

Laurentian Pilotage Authority 

and the pilots corporations, 

resulting in guidelines for the 

passage of Post-Panamax 

vessels, imposing certain 

restrictions where vessels cannot 

meet or pass each other. 



NAVIGATION GUIDELINES  - VN301



New tools to 
face a more 
complex
environment

 Graphical Integration of VN-301 

in the PPU

 Improved «Meeting Point» 

function

 VN-301 meeting checks
Technical Committee CPSLC



The project and 
its partners

 The  Laurentian Pilotage Authority

 Navsim Technology is the developer of the Argus software

 Mid St-Lawrence Pilots technical committee



Essential 
Characteristics

Usability

Reliability+
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« Improved » 

Meeting Point 

function



« Improved »  Meeting Point function



« Improved »  Meeting Point function



« Improved »  Meeting Point function



« Improved »  Meeting Point function



MEETING 

CHECKS



VERIFICATION FUNCTION

VESSEL’S CHARACTERISTICS AIS LLOYD’S DATA BASE

RELIABILITY





QUESTIONS /COMMENTS ?

Capt. Pascal Desrochers
National Center of Expertise on Maritime Pilotage

president@cpslc.ca
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Contact

Capt. Alain Arseneault

Executive Director

418.809.3680

aarseneault@pilotage-expertise.ca


